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Tour Overview

Experience the very best of Scotland on this birding and cultural tour through the country’s most
spectacular landscapes. From the world’s largest Northern Gannet colony at Bass Rock to the
ancient Caledonian pine forests of the Cairngorms, the rugged Northwest Highlands, the Isle of
Skye, and the dramatic scenery of Glencoe, we’ll search for iconic species including Atlantic Puffin,
White-tailed Eagle, Golden Eagle, Osprey, Crested Tit, and Scottish Crossbill.

Along the way, we’ll visit historic castles, enjoy two unforgettable wildlife cruises, and experience
the rich history, culture, and breathtaking scenery that make Scotland one of Europe’s most
rewarding destinations.

Itinerary

Day 1: Arrive in Edinburgh

Welcome to Scotland! Upon arrival in Edinburgh, transfer to our hotel
and settle in before the start of our adventure. This evening, we will
gather for a welcome dinner and tour briefing. Meet your fellow
travellers and tour leaders while enjoying your first taste of Scottish
hospitality. Night in Edinburgh. If you arrive a day or two before the
tour, there are many things to do in and near Edinburgh including
visiting Edinburgh Caste, the historic Royal Mile, elegant Princes
Street Gardens, or the atmospheric streets of Scotland’s capital.
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Day 2: Bass Rock & the East Lothian Coast

Our Scottish adventure begins along the spectacular East Lothian
coastline. We travel to North Berwick and board a seabird cruise to the
world-famous Bass Rock, home to the largest Northern Gannet colony
on Earth. The sight of tens of thousands of gannets covering the
dramatic volcanic island is unforgettable, while the surrounding waters
may also reveal Atlantic Puffins, Razorbills, Common Guillemots,
Northern Fulmars, European Shags, Black-legged Kittiwakes, and
perhaps Arctic or Sandwich Terns. After time exploring the charming
harbour town of North Berwick, we continue to Aberlady Bay and
Musselburgh Lagoons, two of southeast Scotland’s finest coastal
birding sites. Saltmarshes, mudflats, and lagoons attract a rich variety
of shorebirds and waterfowl, including Common Eiders, Eurasian
Oystercatchers, Common Ringed Plovers, Eurasian Curlews,
Redshanks, and other coastal species. We return to Edinburgh after a
rewarding introduction to Scotland’s coastal wildlife. Night in
Edinburgh.

Day 3: Edinburgh to Aviemore

Leaving Edinburgh behind, we journey north into the heart of Scotland.
Our first stop is Loch Leven National Nature Reserve, a beautiful
freshwater loch surrounded by wetlands and farmland that supports
breeding waders, waterfowl, and hunting Ospreys. Common
Goldeneye, Great Crested Grebe, Common Sandpiper, Gray Heron,
Sedge Warbler, and Common Reed Warbler are among the birds we
may encounter here. Continuing north, we visit Loch of the Lowes, one
of Scotland’s best places to observe nesting Ospreys, before stretching
our legs among the towering Douglas firs and rushing waterfalls of The
Hermitage near Dunkeld. Here we may watch for woodland and river
species such as Gray Wagtail, White-throated Dipper, Eurasian
Treecreeper, and Goldcrest. By late afternoon we enter the Highlands,
crossing the dramatic Drumochter Pass before arriving in Aviemore,
gateway to the Cairngorms National Park. Night in Aviemore.

Day 4: Spey Valley & Insh Marshes

An early start takes us into the moorlands of Spey Valley in search of
some of Scotland’s most sought-after Highland birds. This is excellent
habitat for Black Grouse, Red Grouse, Eurasian Curlew, Common
Snipe, Cuckoo, Northern Wheatear, Meadow Pipit, and Eurasian
Skylark, while raptors such as Merlin or Hen Harrier are possible. We
will also explore the Insh Marshes National Nature Reserve, one of the
most important wetland systems in the Highlands. Its extensive
floodplains and marshes support breeding waders and a wealth of
wildlife. The afternoon combines relaxed birding along the River Spey
with a visit to historic Ruthven Barracks, whose atmospheric ruins
overlook the valley and provide fascinating insight into Scotland’s
Jacobite past. Night in Aviemore.



Day 5: Ancient Caledonian Forests & Rothiemurchus

Today we discover one of Scotland’s most iconic habitats: the ancient
Caledonian pine forest. At Loch Garten and Abernethy Forest, we
search for Highland specialties including Crested Tit, Scottish
Crossbill, Common Crossbill, Coal Tit, Eurasian Siskin, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Eurasian Treecreeper, and Goldcrest among some of the
last remaining fragments of this once-vast woodland ecosystem.
Ospreys are frequently seen fishing nearby lochs during the summer
months. In the afternoon we explore Rothiemurchus Forest and
beautiful Loch an Eilein, often considered one of the most scenic
locations in Scotland. Surrounded by ancient pines and overlooked by
the ruins of a medieval island castle, the loch provides a perfect setting
for wildlife observation, photography, and quiet appreciation of the
Highlands. A flexible late-afternoon birding session allows us to revisit
productive sites or simply enjoy more time in this remarkable
landscape. Night in Aviemore.

Day 6: Aviemore to Gairloch

We leave the Cairngorms and travel west toward Scotland’s rugged
Atlantic coast. Our first birding stop is on the Moray Firth, where
extensive estuarine mudflats attract a variety of shorebirds and
waterfowl. Ospreys, Common Redshanks, Eurasian Curlews, Common
Greenshanks, and other waders are all possibilities. After lunch near
Rogie Falls, we enjoy a scenic woodland walk to the suspension bridge
overlooking the rushing waters below, watching for Dipper and Gray
Wagtail along the river. We then continue westward through
increasingly dramatic Highland scenery. Stops at Glen Docherty and
Loch Maree offer magnificent views and excellent opportunities to
search for White-tailed Eagles, Red-throated and Black-throated Divers
(Loons), and Common Sandpipers. Late afternoon, we arrive in
Gairloch on Scotland’s spectacular northwest coast. Night in Gairloch.

Day 7: Northwest Highlands Birding

Today is devoted to exploring the wild landscapes of the Northwest
Highlands, one of Britain’s finest regions for birds of prey and coastal
wildlife. Around Loch Ewe, Gruinard Bay, Little Loch Broom, and
Dundonnell, we search for species that thrive in these remote
environments, including White-tailed Eagle, Golden Eagle, Common
Buzzard, Greenshank, Twite, Rock Pipit, Common Sandpiper, Red-
throated Diver (Loon), and Black-throated Diver (Arctic Loon). The
scenery is every bit as impressive as the wildlife. Sea lochs, rugged
mountains, windswept moorland, and sandy bays create a constantly
changing backdrop as we make a series of birding stops throughout the
day. Night in Gairloch.



Day 8: Gairloch to the Isle of Skye

Our day begins at the famous Inverewe Garden, a remarkable
horticultural masterpiece created on Scotland’s rugged northwest
coast. Thanks to the warming influence of the Gulf Stream, exotic
plants from around the world flourish here against a backdrop of
mountains and sea lochs. The surrounding woodlands and shoreline
may produce Hooded Crow, Rock Pipit, Common Shelduck, Gray
Heron, and other coastal birds. Continuing south, we enjoy scenic
stops around Loch Maree before visiting Eilean Donan Castle, one of
the most photographed castles in Scotland. Crossing to the Isle of
Skye, we finish the day exploring the harbour at Kyleakin and the ruins
of Castle Moil, where Black Guillemots, Common Eiders, Red-breasted
Mergansers, and other coastal birds are often seen in the surrounding
waters. Night in Broadford.

Day 9: Elgol

The Isle of Skye reveals some of its finest scenery today as we travel to
Elgol for a boat excursion through Loch Scavaig and the dramatic
waters beneath the Black Cuillin Mountains. This spectacular marine
environment offers opportunities to see seals, porpoises, seabirds, and
perhaps even both Golden and White-tailed Eagles. Black Guillemots,
Common Guillemots, Razorbills, Northern Fulmars, European Shags,
and loons (divers) are all possible on the surrounding waters. At Loch
Coruisk, surrounded by towering mountains, we experience one of the
most breathtaking landscapes in the Scottish Highlands. Night in
Broadford.

Day 10: Dunvegan Castle & Trotternish Peninsula

This morning we travel to Dunvegan Castle, the ancestral home of Clan
MacLeod for more than 800 years. Set beside Loch Dunvegan and
surrounded by beautiful gardens, the castle offers a fascinating
glimpse into Highland history, while the nearby shoreline provides
opportunities to spot White-tailed Eagles, Black Guillemots, Common
Eiders, Red-breasted Mergansers, Rock Pipits, and Harbour Seals.
After visiting nearby Coral Beach, we enjoy lunch in the colourful
harbour town of Portree before following the spectacular Trotternish
Peninsula. We'll stop at the iconic Old Man of Storr viewpoint as time
allows, watching for White-tailed Eagles, Ravens, Hooded Crows,
Stonechats, Meadow Pipits, Northern Wheatears, Twite, and Skylarks
before returning to Broadford. Night in Broadford.



Day 11: Skye to Glencoe

Before leaving Skye, we spend time birding around Broadford Bay,
where Black Guillemots, Common Eiders, Red-breasted Mergansers,
Common Sandpipers, Gray Herons, and Rock Pipits are regularly
encountered. We then cross back to the mainland and travel through
the magnificent mountain landscapes of Glen Shiel and Loch Cluanie.
By afternoon we arrive in Glencoe, one of Scotland’s most iconic and
dramatic landscapes. Towering peaks, sweeping glens, and deep
historical significance combine to create an unforgettable setting. We
explore several of the valley’s most scenic viewpoints and may
encounter Red Deer, Ravens, Ring Ouzels, Red Grouse, Meadow Pipits,
and Stonechats. Night in Glencoe.

Day 12: Glencoe, Stirling & Edinburgh

This morning provides one final opportunity to enjoy the beauty of
Glencoe with an easy walk through one of its most scenic areas. As we
take in the mountain scenery, we keep watch for Golden Eagles,
Ravens, Ring Ouzels, Red Grouse, Meadow Pipits, and other upland
birds. We then travel south to Stirling Castle, one of the nation’s most
important historic fortresses. Perched atop a volcanic crag, the castle
played a central role in Scotland’s royal and military history and
remains closely associated with figures such as Mary, Queen of Scots,
William Wallace, and Robert the Bruce. Returning to Edinburgh, we
celebrate our journey with a farewell dinner and reflect on the wildlife,
landscapes, and cultural treasures encountered throughout the tour.
Night in Edinburgh.

Day 13: Departure

Our Scotland Birds & Culture tour ends today. You can depart anytime today.

What to Expect

Overview
This is a moderately paced birding and cultural tour. Our days are designed to maximize
opportunities for birding while also visiting some of Scotland’s most iconic castles, gardens, and
historic sites.

Most mornings we will depart around 8:00 am, with occasional earlier starts to take advantage of
the best bird activity. Days are generally full, returning to our accommodation in the late afternoon
or early evening. Several scenic drives are included, but these are broken up with regular birding
stops, short walks, viewpoints, and opportunities to enjoy the stunning Highland scenery.

Food

We generally begin each day with breakfast at our hotel before heading out to explore Scotland’s
remarkable landscapes and wildlife. Lunches are often enjoyed picnic-style in the field, allowing us
to maximise our time in some of the country’s most scenic locations, though on certain days we may



stop at a local café or restaurant for lunch. Evening meals are usually taken at our hotel or at
carefully selected nearby restaurants offering a taste of Scottish hospitality and cuisine.

Each evening after dinner, we gather together to compile the day’s checklist, review the birds,
mammals, and other wildlife encountered throughout the day, share highlights and photographs,
and discuss the plans for the following day’s adventures.

Walking

Walking on this tour is generally easy and leisurely paced, suitable for most participants with a
reasonable level of mobility. Most excursions involve relaxed walks along nature reserve trails,
coastal paths, woodland tracks, gardens, and historic sites. Some locations particularly castles,
gardens, and older historic sites may include steep, uneven, or narrow pathways and staircases.

Our longest walks are expected to last approximately 2–3 hours, with plenty of opportunities to stop
for wildlife viewing, photography, and scenic appreciation along the way. Comfortable walking shoes
or light hiking footwear will be perfectly adequate for the tour.

Accommodation

Throughout the tour we stay in comfortable standard hotel accommodations conveniently located
near our key birding and sightseeing destinations.

Please note that in the United Kingdom it is common for double occupancy rooms to feature one
queen or double bed for couples, while twin rooms requested for two travellers typically contain two
separate single beds. Hotels may also have stairs and limited or no elevator access. While we can
request ground-floor rooms where needed, these are not guaranteed and are subject to availability
at each hotel. Rooms and bathrooms can be small in the UK.

Driving

Driving distances are generally moderate, allowing ample time to enjoy the scenery, wildlife, and
cultural highlights throughout the journey. Most daily drives are relatively short, although there will
be a few longer journeys of approximately 2–3 hours, particularly as we travel through the Highlands
and return to Edinburgh toward the end of the tour.

Many of Scotland’s most scenic routes follow winding country roads through mountainous and
coastal landscapes. If you are prone to motion sickness, you may want to plan for that.

Boat Trips

Two boat excursions are included. Early in the tour, we cruise around the famous Bass Rock, home
to the world’s largest Northern Gannet colony, providing outstanding views of seabirds and dramatic
coastal scenery. On Skye, we take a spectacular cruise through Loch Scavaig to Loch Coruisk
beneath the towering Black Cuillin Mountains. Sea conditions can occasionally be choppy,
particularly on the Bass Rock excursion. You will need adequate mobility to get in and out of the
boats.

Castles & Gardens

This tour includes visits to three of Scotland’s most iconic castles: Dunvegan Castle, Eilean Donan
Castle, and Stirling Castle. At each, we will explore the historic castle interiors as well as their
beautiful gardens and grounds. We will also enjoy visits to the renowned gardens at Dunvegan and



Inverewe, both celebrated for their stunning collections of plants and spectacular Highland settings.
In addition, we will have time to wander around the atmospheric Ruthven Barracks, an impressive
Jacobite-era ruin set against the backdrop of the Cairngorms.

Climate

Scottish weather is famously changeable, and it is not unusual to experience sunshine, wind, and
showers all in the same day. Daytime temperatures typically range from 12–20°C (54–68°F),
although it can be cooler in the Highlands and on boat trips, particularly in the mornings. We
recommend dressing in layers and bringing a waterproof jacket, comfortable waterproof walking
shoes, a warm fleece or insulated jacket, hat, and gloves for cooler days. Sun protection is also
recommended, as UV levels can be surprisingly strong when skies are clear.

What's Included

Tour Price Includes
• All accommodation
• All meals and soft drinks
• Ground transportation
• One guide with 4-5 participants, and two guides with 6-10.
• Park fees, entrance fees, boat tours (weather dependent)

Tour Price Does Not Include
• Flight to and from start/end location
• Travel Insurance
• Items of a personal nature
• Alcoholic beverages


